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. . 2026 Returns

Economic & Market Perspectives

S P soo -4.33%
Markets pulled back in the first quarter, but the underlying story

. . Nasdag 100 -J.82%

remains largely intact.

Russell Seall Cap 0.89%
Econ omy Russell Mid Cap 1.29%
» Growth remains positive, though modestly slower MSCI EAFE 1.24%

* Consumer spending continues to hold up well
* Business activity remains solid MSCI World -3 J7%
» Hiring has softened, but the labor market is still stable

Bloontberg US Age Bond -0.05%
» Al and automation are improving productivity, reducing hiring needs ' .
Bloomberg Municipal Bond -0.18%
Drivers of Recent Volatility
* Geopolitical tensions (U.S.~Israel-Iran) have increased uncertainty Financial Solutions Advisory Group
+ Rising oil prices due to supply concerns (773) 714-1540 www.fsadvisorygroup.com

» Higher oil is putting pressure on inflation
« Interest rate expectations have become less certain

Equity Markets

Markets have pulled back from recent highs:

* S&P 500: down ~6-7%

* Nasdaq: down ~10-11%

* International markets: down ~4-8%

« Weakness driven by macro factors—not fundamentals
+ Corporate earnings remain strong (~8-10% growth)

Market leadership shifting:
* Large-cap tech pausing after strong run
* Rotation toward value-oriented sectors

Fixed Income

» Bonds relatively flat year-to-date

= Rising oil has pushed yields higher

» Fixed income continues to provide stability and diversification
* Potential for stronger performance if inflation stabilizes

What This Means

* This is a normal mid-cycle pullback, not a structural downturn
* Volatility is being driven by external factors, not economic deterioration
* Periods like this are a typical part of long-term investing
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Ready to Fine-Tune Your Finances? How

How much money can I put into my IRA or
to Know if You Should Hire a Pro.

employer-sponsored retirement plan?

Jan. 5, 2026 March 31, 2026
Even if you haven’t saved a lot of money yet,

Learn the contribution limits for IRAs and
a financial advisor can remove the guesswork from...

employer-sponsored retirement plans.

Read more — Read more —
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How a Qualified Charitable Distribution Revisiting ‘The Jetsons’: Where’s My
Creates Big Tax Savings Flying Car and Three-Hour Workday?

March 30, 2026 March 30, 2026

Want even bigger tax savings from your IT] The 1960s version of the future is way
donations to charity? Don't let your

more fun than our current reality—but
financial advisor...

when it comes to...

Read more — Read more —
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These States Are Moving to Slash—or

Eliminate—Property Taxes on Your
Home

March 23, 2026

” Montana and North Dakota have lowered
u property taxes in their states, which had
been rising along...

Read more —

Balancing Your Investment Choices with
Asset Allocation

March 31, 2026

Asset allocation can help you manage
the level and type of risks you face as
an investor.

Read more —

Financial Solutions Advisory Group - 8700 W Bryn Mawr Ave Suite 410-N, Chicago, IL 60631 - Telephone (773)
714-1540 - Website www.fsadvisorygroup.com

Financial Solutions' newsletter is published for the exclusive use of our clients and friends and is not intended as
investment, legal or tax advice. This newsletter was prepared using information from third-party sources, which we
believe to be reliable; however, we have not audited the data from these sources and are not responsible for its accuracy.

If vou no longer wish to receive this newsletter, unsubscribe here.
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